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DRAFT MINUTES OF CORTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

  HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th November 2019 AT 19:00 

 
 
Present: Terry Peckham – Vice Chair (TP) 
  Gill Armstrong (GA) 
  Peter Armstrong (PA) 
  Maureen Boughton (MB) 
 
  Cllr Paul Ashdown  
  Cllr Keith Patience 
   

Anne Webb (Parish Clerk) 
   
  Members of the public – 12 
 
11.1  Welcome by Vice Chairman 
  TP welcomed all to the meeting. 
 
11.2  Apologies 
  Stephen Pavey – Chairman 
  Bob Groome 
  Sue Groome 
   
11.3  Register of interest 
  None   
 
11.4  Minutes of October meeting and matters arising 

The minutes were agreed and approved by PA and seconded by GA. They were duly signed 
by the Vice Chairman as a true and accurate record. 

     
11.5  County and District Councillors Reports 

Councillor Ashdown informed the meeting that they are now in purdah, due to the 
forthcoming election. He mentioned that planning is waiting for responses from Highways   
concerning the Broadland Sands application. 
Councillor Patience stated that Suffolk County Council have agreed to hand over parking 
enforcement to local Councils from 31st January 2020, this will come under East Suffolk 
Council and will be governed by civil action. 
The 3rd crossing timetable has been put back due to the General Election. 
 

11.6  Public Forum 
  A member of the public asked if anything can be done about the 20 mph speed restriction  
  on The Street as a lot of vehicles are ignoring the signs. It was mentioned that the Police  
  are not able in law to enforce the 20mph limit and will only take action if they witness a  
  situation that they deem to be dangerous. 

Discussion followed on vehicles that park with two wheels on the pavement, and the 
difficulties of negotiating around these vehicles with a wheelchair or pushchair. 
It was suggested this may be resolved when the parking enforcement comes in, until then it 
would remain a Police matter. 
It was asked that when Station Road is resurfaced could yellow lines be added on the 
bends. Cllr Patience informed the meeting the question had been raised with Highways 
who have stated that it does not meet the criteria as it is classed as a minor road. 
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A question was raised regarding the dog walking area in Blundeston Road and the current 
planning application. Councillor Ashdown agreed to look into the matter. 
A resident introduced himself and told the meeting that he originates from Corton’s 
twinning village in France, he is keen to liaise with local businesses. 

 
11.7  Committee Representative Reports 

Playing Field Report 
The new room is making good progress, a big thank you to all who volunteer to help move 
the project forward, it would have been difficult without the help. 
Football is still very busy. 
We have a problem with a camper van and its occupant at the moment, we are in contact 
with Police and a liaison officer. 
Short mat bowls mats have been purchased, if anyone is interested please let us know by 
contacting Kay 01502 732562 
 
Speed Sign 
Speed stats for Oct 2019 
 
Vehicles recorded heading west towards A47 from Corton. 
48206 vehicles recorded, daily count 1559. 
Peak times between 9 and 10am and 4 and 5pm 
Approx. 10% of vehicles recorded in excess of 35mph average speeder 39.6 mph 
Remember stats are one way so approx. 100000 vehicles used this road in October! 
 
Corton Poor’s Land Trust and Corton Almshouse Charity 
There are currently two vacant plots at the allotments on Church Road. Please email 
cortonallotments@googlemail.com for further details. 
The Trustees reviewed the allotment rents for the coming year and agreed that they should 
remain unchanged at £11 for a half plot and £22 for a full plot. 
Remedial works carried out to the taps on the allotment site had passed inspection by 
Essex and Suffolk Water. 
The issue of whether sheds should be allowed on the allotments was discussed again. It 
was agreed that low level boxes for storing tools was acceptable. 
The previous year’s Christmas Benefits applicants list was reviewed, and the Secretary 
would be delivering the application forms for this year’s benefit shortly. 
 
Corton Almshouse Charity 
The Trustees were awaiting a quotation for a five yearly property condition survey of each 
of the bungalows. 
The annual boiler servicing had been completed with two boilers being identified as 
requiring replacement in the near future. 
 
Corton in Bloom 
Brian Thornton of Anglia in Bloom paid a visit and went around the village with the 
Chairperson of Corton in Bloom who explained that all the planters were maintained by 
volunteers. He was impressed with the planters and troughs and remarked on how nice the 
troughs on the roundabout looked. He asked about the village and was pleased that we 
now have a shop. Overall, he was pleased with the floral displays and the village in general. 

 
 Parish Clerk report 

11.8  Finance 

  The Clerk reported the Savings account balance – £6138.45  
Business current account at £5370.77 

  Nine cheques awaiting authorisation: 
  Came & Co – Parish Insurance 341.20 

mailto:cortonallotments@googlemail.com
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Clerk’s Salary. 
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 25.00 
One Suffolk – Web hosting 60.00 
Norse Commercial – The Pit 2019 grass cutting 296.28 
Fenland Leisure – Replacement swings 228.00 
Office Stationery – 11.77 
Community Heartbeat – Annual Service Sept 2019 to Sept 2020 =135.00 
Return of swing seat and speed sign repair – 24.60 

 
  Correspondence 
  East Suffolk Plan  
  Suffolk County Council Boundary review – Poster to be put on notice boards 
  Involve – Poster to be put on notice boards 
  Grass cutting in Cemeteries – Forward to Church Warden 
 
  Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
  The Clerk gave an overview of changes to the CIL system and explained that there is now a  

requirement to publish a report on the Parish Council website which will include the 
amount of levy received from the District Council with expenditure detail. It will also form 
part of the annual audit. 

 
11.9  Remembrance Day 
  There will be a Remembrance Day service at 10.30 on Sunday 10th November followed by  
  refreshments in the Village Hall 

 
11.10  Mobile sign and road issues 

 Highways England removed the mobile advertising sign at the junction of A47 and Stirrups 
lane. TP has made enquiries regarding Church Corner and whether a give way sign could be 
placed at Stirrups Lane and has been informed there is no funding at the present time. 
TP reported the speed indicator sign had been vandalised, he has managed to repair it at 
minimal cost. 
 

11.11  Community Partnership feedback 
PA gave an overview of the community partnership scheme and explained a budget would 
be allocated to benefit the community. This could be pooled with other parishes to provide 
a number of benefits such as an outdoor gym. 
 

11.12  Community Centre Extension 
Recent works include the doorway being knocked through and the electrics are nearing 
completion. The windows and doors are now all installed. Building Control have agreed to a 
partial sign off as there are no funds to fit toilets at the moment. Once the partial sign off is 
done, the building can be used.  

   
11.13  Neighbourhood Plan update 

A meeting was held in October, TP thanked two residents Ian and Joy for agreeing to lead 
the group forward. The next meeting is scheduled for 20th November. 

 
11.14  Community Self Help Scheme  
  GA reported the engagement officer for the community self-help scheme has not agreed  
  to restore the footpath by Azure Seas as no record of a previous footpath can be found. 
  As a Parish Council we cannot continue through the self-help scheme. 
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11.15  The Pit 
The swing seats have been replaced by PA and TP. Letters had been sent to residents 
surrounding the area of The Pit asking for their views on adding further items to the area. 
After consideration of the feedback, The Parish Council have agreed to install a basketball 
hoop. It was felt more signs may help to deter dog owners from using the area, this will be 
looked at.       ACTION. Parish Clerk 
 

11.16  Mill Lane refuse collection 
   SP has tried to contact the Manager of the refuse department to arrange a site visit but has 
   had no luck so far. Councillor Ashdown agreed to take this forward. 
 
11.17  Village Shop 

A report from the Village shop was received which said the shop had been well received by 
the community and local produce seems high on the agenda which includes meat produce 
as well as fruit and vegetables. Bev and Chris have been overwhelmed by the support they 
have received and cannot thank the community enough. 
 

11.18  Items for December Agenda 
  Opening of new Community Centre 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.20pm 
Next meeting to be held on Wednesday 4th December 2019 - 7pm at the Pavilion 


